
More then 270 people 
visited one of the na-
tion’s best-equipped 
machine tool technology 
education programs on 
October 29th when Cen-
tral Community Col-
lege-Hastings sponsored 
an open house for its 

Midwest Center for Plastics and Design. 
 
A big draw for representatives of some 50 business and 
industries who attended the open house was 15 new 
CNC machine tools recently added to the campus ma-
chine tool technology program.   
 
The new equipment was provided through a $2.1 million 
Community-Based Job Training grant from the US Dept. 
of Labor awarded to the college to develop a program in 
design technology and to establish the Midwest Center 
for Plastics and Design. 
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The Midlands Community Foundation places an emphasis on 
prevention and education.  The mission of the foundation is to 
benefit the diverse needs of the Sarpy and Cass county com-
munities. 

Dream It. Do It. Receives Grant 
Dream It. Do It. has been awarded a grant for $22,400 
from the Midland Community Foundation.  This grant  
money will be used to purchase 72 CEENBot kits (see 
picture of completed CEENBot). 
 
The following schools will receive 10 CEENBots each: 
Papillion La-Vista High School Papillion La-Vista South 
Conestoga High School Louisville High School 
Elmwood Murdock High School Plattsmouth High School 
Weeping Water High School 2 CEENBots for DIDI 
 
The CEENBot is an educational tool to use in STEM 
classes (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) to intro-
duce robotics to students.  The CEENBot platform is de-
veloped by the Peter Kiewit Institute in Omaha.  This plat-
form is a flexible education tool allowing teachers to inte-
grate the platform into their current instruction with ready-
made education lessons that are mapped to national stan-
dards in STEM.   
 
For more information on the CEENBot and to view the 
education tools, go to:   

http://www.ceen.unomaha.edu/TekBots/SPIRIT2/  

CCC Design Technology  
The Nebraska Department of Education sponsored an 
IMES (Industrial, Manufacturing and Engineering 
Systems)  
in-service throughout the state of Nebraska and asked 
Dream It. Do It. to present its program again this 
year.   
 
IMES sessions were held in Scottsbluff, North Platte,  
Hastings, Lincoln, Norfolk, and Omaha. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to get the Dream It. 
Do It. coalition’s message out to teachers and the 
community in Nebraska. 

IMES 

EPSCOR 
DIDI hosts a table at the EP-
SCOR (Experimental Program 
to Stimulate Competitive Re-
search) 5th Annual Innovation 
Conference. 
 
In picture– Tyler Wortman, CDT Spokesperson; Dwayne 
Probyn, DIDI Executive Director; and Senator Scott Price 
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 NAMC AREA DIRECTORS 
Executive Director Dwayne Probyn 402-344-6122 
 dbp628@aol.com 
Omaha  John Vyhlidal 402-895-9000 
 johnv@tri-vtool.com 
Lincoln Linda Lichtenberg 402-434-9140  
 linda.lichtenberg@lincolnmachine.com 
Northeast Nebraska Jeff Scherer 402-568-2937  
 max@smeal.com 
Columbus Bernie Hansen 402-270-0604 
 drive45@megavision.com 
Hastings/Grand Island Kelly Christensen 402-461-2558 
 kchristensen@cccneb.edu  
Holdrege Roger Allmand 800-562-1373 
 rallmand@allmand.com 
Western Nebraska Dan Koch 308-762-2975 
 dankoch@perrinmfg.com  
Dawson County John Bell 308-784-3902 
 jbdad@cozadtel.net  

NAMC Board of Directors 
Tony Raimondo, Chairman*  Behlen Mfg. Co. 
Tom Whalen, Vice Chair*       Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska 
Dennis Baack* Nebraska Community College System 
J.B. Milliken University of Nebraska 
Catherine Lang Commissioner, Nebraska Dept. of Labor 
Richard Baier* Dept. of Economic Development 
Roger Breed Commissioner, NE Dept. of Education 
Barry Kennedy Neb. Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
David Brown Omaha Chamber of Commerce 
Wendy Birdsall Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
K.C. Belitz Columbus Chamber  of Commerce 
Mike Baldino NAMC Secretary 
Dwayne Probyn NAMC Executive Director 
*Denotes Executive Committee Members 
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Reasons To Celebrate!Reasons To Celebrate!  
  

SEPTEMBER 2009 
LINCOLN:  Lincoln Machine participated in a job shadowing 
program with UNL Mechanical Engineering students. 
NATIONAL:  Dwayne Probyn attends DIDI Executive meeting 
in San Antonio. 
COLUMBUS: Columbus Regional Career Dream Team spot-
lighted at local football games during half-time. 
HASTINGS:  CCC Design Technology Open House (see article  
on front). 
STATE:  DIDI presents at Industrial, Manufacturing & Engi-
neering  Systems (IMES) in-service across the state of Ne-
braska. 
STATE:  Tony Raimondo Presents DIDI at Manufacturing Sum-
mit in Lincoln, NE. 
LINCOLN:  TMCO hosts open house with manufacturing tours 
to approximately 500 students.  
LINCOLN:  Tyler Theillen of Lincoln Machine presents to Lin-
coln Northeast career classes—approx. 100 students. 

Sarah Hampton 
Sarah Hampton (Hanson) with Val-
mont Industries has been selected 
as October’s Mentor of the Month 
for her continued dedication to the 

DIDI Career Dream Team program.  Some of the activities 
Sarah has been involved in include the DIDI Omaha Edu-
cation Extension Committee, helped to select the Career 
Dream Team Candidate for Valmont, and Hosted the Ca-
reer Dream Team members during the Texas Tech game on 
October 17th.  Thanks Sarah — keep up  the good work! 

Blog— http://www.didicdt.com 
You Tube—http://www.youtube.com  in the 
search box type DProbyn 
Facebook—http://www.facebook.com search 
for DreamItDoIt Nebraska 
Web Site: -  
http://www.dreamit-doit.com/Nebraska 


