How to get others interested in engineering
In bold: answers to the question, “In the 21st Century, is engineering for everyone?”

HAL

Let them know it can be fun

Teach about what engineering is

Exposure to it

Experience it

Breakdown the stereotypes

Speak on terms that cam be understood by a novice

Get rid of assumptions – assume they don’t know anything (terms, concepts)

Yes – Everyone of us is engineering everyday.  We try to come up with ideas to make our life easier – wanting to improve things.  This is an engineering thought process.
Mixed 5

Offer hands on unit to grab attention

Accentuate the ‘art’ aspect; creative ideas

Accentuate the ‘fun’ aspect

Use ‘Engineering’ in the classroom

Yes – can be basic engineering literate

No – it would off-balance the job market

Some don’t strive for mediocrity (Herb’s note: I still don’t understand this one.)


Some don’t want to or can’t attend college

Kaos

Younger students – encourage curiosity

Find out what the students like

    e.g. sports – how does engineering fit with the shoe, ball, racket etc.

Assignments that are creative but have an engineering parameter

No. Not as an occupation or study

Yes. Engineering isn’t just design, but decision making changes to 
D3P

Show ways to use for every day life things.

Role models brought into classrooms

Make engineering more “public”

Use of “NOVA” video and similar videos to peak interests

Must show relevancy to all levels

No.  There are always people who have no interest in “tinkering”
Anonymous

Introduce students to engineering as a discipline.

Make math and science more fun

Show applications of math and science

Apply to everyday life (cell phones, I-pods, video games)

Brainstorm inventions that would make their lives better.

Engineering Club

Have working engineers (or college students studying engineering) come      
No because everyone has different interests and skill sets.  Math/science illiteracy.  It takes a lot of different things to make the world go round.  (Art, food prep, service industry, pilots, sanitation engineers, domestic engineers, etc., etc.)
Trailblazers and Johnny 5 did not label their responses with a team name
Ask questions

Having toys (like the TekBot)

Speakers -> engineers come in

Field trips

Bring things in from own life to test
Bring in things that you’re interested in; then investigate how engineering is involved in this thing/topic

Allow them to tinker; be curious about what makes things work

Document how to take things apart & put them back together

Organize tour of school -> have engineer/site manager to investigate & learn about boiler room

Follow directions -> see if others can follow yours

Yes – Engineering is for everyone but to varying degrees.  Some will use engineering to function with everyday tasks & tools.  Others will go on to engineer new things & get a paycheck.

Kids should feel safe making mistakes in class to foster risk taking.
Exposure to engineering to foster perceptions of attainability – what they do, financial benefits

Expand comfort zone – See what they can attain

More inquiry

Invention conventions

Encourage divergent thinking

Giving students opportunities to “show off” what they do in math and science

Showing videos like the Robot Race

Start young

Scholarships to camps like “Aim for the Stars”

No – Some people are not built for it as a career or hobby

Some aren’t exposed so they don’t feel comfortable so they don’t like it.



Everyone should be exposed.

